
big futures to come
My family is excited, humbled and thrilled to begin this new chapter 
at Hope! What a privilege to play a part in carrying on the legacy of my 
in-laws, Ty and Terri Schenzel, alongside the amazing staff who has 
enabled The Hope to thrive since their passing three years ago. There is 
a great foundation and heritage to build on, and as my wife Emily and I 
look to the future, we are convinced the best is yet to come! Especially 
for the youth at Hope—for students like DreVion, who has been 
struggling with his grades the past few years, but this semester, he’s 
worked hard to bring all of his grades up to Bs and As. He says his math 
grade is almost there, too! It is by the Lord’s sacrifice that we are here 
today and by yours that we can stay and continue His work.

                                                    — Paul Lanphier, Associate Executive Director

Kristine Welchert loves having 10-year-old 
Dayvier (pictured above, at right) in children’s 
programming at Hope.

“He’s been nothing but a model student 
since coming here a year ago,” says Kristine, 
the Children’s Education Coordinator. “Prior 
to joining, Dayvier was known for getting in 
trouble on a daily basis. He dealt with bullies 
and constantly needed to defend himself.” 

But when he enrolled at The Hope, everything 
changed.

“I really like The Hope Center! I can be myself, 

I know I belong and everyone is nice to me. It’s 
really great here,” shares Dayvier.

He is currently featured on the “Remarkable 
Board” at Hope, where children who go above 
and beyond are recognized among their peers. 
He is showcased for his act of kindness of 
cleaning up all the trash outside The Hope 
without being asked.

“He’s a student that always sets a good 
example and he leads others in a loving way. 
We’re so happy to have Dayvier at The Hope 
Center!”
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DAYVIER CAN BE HIMSELF AT HOPE

With Heartfelt thanks 

COX Communications has funded a 
new STEM Lab at The Hope-Omaha. 
The lab includes Mac computers, 3D 
printers, drones, collaborative desks 
and more. Sign up for a Lunch & Learn 
at hopecenterforkids.com to see the lab 
first-hand! 

National Indemnity Company 
generously sponsored Christmas 
gifts—“Hope hoodies”—for all youth at 
The Hope-Omaha. Members were thrilled 
to receive the Hope-branded sweatshirts! 
To learn more about The Hope’s 
wishlist, needed items or volunteer 
opportunities, contact Erica at ejulsen@
hopecenterforkids.com.
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Events
Senior Night, March 22nd

Area seniors are invited at 6 p.m. to 
receive assistance with scholarships, 
college applications, studying & more. 
This even occurs monthly!

Fremont Chamber 
Coffee, May 3rd

Join The Hope-Fremont team from 
9-10:15 a.m. in celebration of the 
5th anniversary of programming in 
Fremont.

Hope Golf Classic, June 
10th

Support both Hope sites while 
enjoying a beautiful day on the 
course at Champions Run. Sign up at 
hopecenterforkids.com
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it’s a match 
First Mentor Match made in 
Fremont
Hope-Fremont member, Taaller Miller 
(pictured above at right), was connected with 
Fremonter Aleda Renter (at left), and have 
been spending time together every week since 
the pair was introduced. So far, Taaller says 
their favorite activity is eating Chinese food 
and going to the trampoline park, Ruff House, 
together.

If you or someone you know would like 
to apply to become a Hope-Fremont 
Mentor, contact Tara Starkey at tara@
hopecenterforkids.com.

As the fifth year of Hope programming in the 
Fremont community approaches, the site is 
serving a record number of students. Current 
enrollment is the largest yet at 114 youth 
spanning grades 5-12.

“It’s amazing to see how many students and 
families in this community want to come and 
learn what The Hope Center is all about,” 
says Fremont Site Director Jonah Renter. 
“And our impact is only growing for His Glory! 

Perhaps the most notable increase has been 
in the high school program enrollment. 
For the first time ever, close to 40 youth 
are actively participating in 9-12th grade 
programming at Hope. During the past year, 
29 local professionals visited the youth to 
share about their careers; 30 youth took the 
Gallup Strengths Finder assessment and 
received instruction on their strengths; and 
260 hours of youth development courses 

were completed over the summer.

Twenty-three members also earned out-
of-state college visits over the past year, 
traveling to Briar Cliff University, Western 
Iowa Tech, DMACC-Ankeny, Grand View 
University, Missouri Baptist and Maryville 
University in Missouri.

Academic success time and goal-setting 
continue to be top priorities in programming. 
At the end of the 2018-19 fall semester, Jonah 
reported that 67 percent of active members 
improved or maintained their grades, while 
14 percent maintained straight As.

“We love, support and cherish the kids and 
time we have with them. Hope is such a great 
place for youth in our community to receive 
the support they need pursue a positive 
future.” 

More than 100 Hope members were gifted 
a warm hooded sweatshirt and an age-
appropriate devotional book for Christmas 
this year, thanks to The Hope-Fremont Guild 
members who fundraised for the holiday gifts. 
The presents were given at the members’ 
annual Christmas party at Hope.

Generous community members also donated 
gifts for adults, making it possible for youth to 

“shop” for their parents and guardians at The 
Hope. “I picked out a Dallas Cowboys hat for 
my Uncle Brad for Christmas, and he loves it 
because he loves that team,” said 17-year-old 
Timothy.

A separate party was given for 25 Youth 
Leadership and Opportunity Passport (YLOP) 
members and the supportive adults in their 
lives. The young adults in this program each 

received a special care package made up of 
donated items from community partners. 
The gifts included household items and small 
kitchen appliances useful to those transitioning 
to living on their own. 

YLOP Advisor Cindy Reed shared, “It was a 
much-needed social opportunity for all of 
our members, and I’m so grateful for all the 
community donors who made it possible.”

RECORD NUMBER OF YOUTH 
IMPACTED AT HOPE

FREMONT COMMUNITY BLESSES HOPE MEMBERS AND FAMILIES
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Fremont members experienced The Hope Skate roller rink at Hope-Omaha.


