
GLIMPSE OF HOPE

SPARKS
Members regularly explore a new 
subject or hobby in the hope that 
it may “spark” an interest. Taught 
by members of the community, 
kids engaged in 20 different 
SPARKS this year. Subjects 
included  car maintenance, 
painting, cooking and poetry.

Nutrition
The Hope serves a hot, 
homemade dinner every night. 
In 2017, over 22,000 meals 
were served in the Kids Cafe. 
Additionally, members receive 
weekend meal assistance with 
“To-Go Totes” that are handed 
out each Friday. 

To learn more about The Hope’s 
programs, visit an upcoming 
Lunch and Learn. Register at 
hopecenterforkids.com.

Volunteering
In the 2016-2017 school year, 
there were over 3,000 volunteer 
visits and nearly 7,000 hours 
served by volunteers in both 
Omaha and Fremont. 

To volunteer at The Hope 
Center for Kids, contact Erica at        
ejulsen@hopecenterforkids.com 
or (402) 341-4673 x1002.

About five years ago, The Hope Center for Kids saw a need to 
integrate a curriculum into their daily programming. Turning 
a community program into an after-school program required 
intense research and planning. In the summer of 2015, 
The Hope purchased and took time to implement a new 
computer program to establish a curriculum and to track 
learning of members. The program, Core Learning Online, 
provides direct and supplemental instruction. 

Staff can utilize this software to gather lesson materials and 
assess what individual children are struggling with. The 
software delivers interactive lessons with pre- and post-tests 
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ALLEXYS &  ALLYSA’S 
NEW FO UND HOPE 
Allexys and Allysa, twin sisters, first walked into The Hope’s 
doors 10 years ago. They were just six years old. After a 
short time, behavioral issues led to their departure from the 
program. A staff member still kept in touch with the girls, 
however. She would call them to share encouragement or 
take them to lunch on the weekends.

Once the girls reached their sophomore year of high school, 
they were reconnected with another staff member, Pastor Ed 
King. He went to visit the girls’ high school, and the thought 
of what more he could do to help them succeed. He asked 
the girls to consider applying to the Hope Employment and 
Learning Academy (HELA). 

HELA is a two year program for youth in grades 10-12 to 
engage in rigorous academic and employability training. 
Participants receive a $50 stipend each week for successful 
participation, support to graduate from high school, and 
skills to get and keep a job and a vision for the future.

Since joining The Academy, they have been more focused on 
their goals for the future instead of the obstacles they face 
today. Erline Charles, The Hope’s HELA Coordinator, shares, 
“The girls have always had this hope within themselves, but 
no one has told them they can and will graduate. I see pure 

joy, abundant love and the peace that Christ gives them in 
their futures. They both have the whole world in their hands.”  

Having known the girls for so long, Pastor King says that 
he’s seen a remarkable transformation in the both of them. 
He shares, “I see them trying to do the right thing, and the 
difference is now they care. Years of The Hope and its staff 
being here for them has made the lightbulb go off in their 
heads, and now they genuinely want to succeed.” 

Allexys and Allysa are pictured together above. To learn more 
about HELA, visit hopecenterforkids.com/#employability.

“THE TWINS WANT TO EMBODY A NEW IDENTITY 
AND MAKE A BETTER LIFE. THEY ARE ABLE TO 
REACT WITHOUT EXPRESSING ANGER AND 
BOTH GIRLS ARE WORKING HARD TOWARD 
GRADUATION.”

that point out specific patterns a student needs to work on 
improving.

Celeste Brutus, The Hope’s Children Education Coordinator, 
states, “We can now see not only that a student is struggling 
with division, but that they are struggling with division of the 
number nine, for example.” Celeste takes this information, 
along with a child’s report card, to create an individualized 
education plan for each member.

The Hope Center for Kids has not just received positive 
feedback through increased student motivation but also 
through increased parent involvement in student learning. 
Parents have expressed interest in using Core Learning 
Online at home as a further enrichment, and they are now 
able to do just that. 

The Hope understands the importance of technology in its 
students’ lives. In fact, members will also see an updated 
computer lab in 2018. Not only does will this increase a 
student’s access to information, it allows them to learn in a 
way that is unique to them, providing the greates opportunity 
for success.

INNOVATIV E  CURRICULUM  TRACK S LEAR NING


