
Trey came to Erline Charles' attention last fall 
when she discovered he was failing his classes. 
He had a 1.6 GPA. As the Hope Employment and 
Learning Academy Coordinator, she was shocked 
to learn one of her student employees was in 
danger of not graduating. 

Trey was completing his work and turning it in on 
time, although he didn't understand what he was 
completing. Thanks to Erline's exploration, she 
discovered that Trey suffers from dyslexia. 

Once she collaborated with his school, she learned 
that they knew about Trey's issues, although they 
could never get a response from parents. The 
Hope quickly learned Trey was living in a situation 
he couldn't control. He was back and forth 
between homes, an after-school program and 
everything else in between. It was simply too hard 
for the school to keep track. 

"We stepped in this gap to make connections, 
recognizing that this young person was hopeless—
in a situation he couldn't change, giving up on 
even trying," shares Jason McGee, Director of 
Philanthropy at The Hope. "Fortunately, faithful 
relationship-building is the secret to our success."

Knowing Trey has a dream to play baseball, Erline 
introduced him to UNO's baseball coach Evan 
Porter. The coach took time to explain that Trey 
could make it on the team through attending walk-
on tryouts—something Trey had never considered.  
With this new support, Trey felt encouraged to 
look towards the future. 

Since then, Trey has secured his first job, at 
Walmart, and brought his Ds and Fs up to all Bs, 
allowing him to graduate high school this spring. 

Trey shared that without The Hope's assistance 
with his homework and communicating with his 
teachers, none of these things would be possible.

"I wouldn't have been able to fill out a job 
application or have had the confidence to apply 
for college."

Now with his new-found confidence, Trey is 
employed and planning to begin college in the fall.

To help more youth like Trey overcome a message 
of hopelessness, contact The Hope to discuss ways 
you can invest in the lives of young people. You 
can reach Jason McGee at (402) 341-4673 x1025 or 
jason@hopecenterforkids.com.
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VO L L EB A LL PROGRAM 
S ER VES  UP HOPE
Last fall, Program Assistant, Qwenyona Evans (or 
"Coach Q" as she's called) recognized the need 
for a girls volleyball team. She saw male members 
playing flag football and basketball, but female 
members were left with no athletic opportunities. 

The team didn’t have much to start with. An older 
net was found in storage, and the girls taped lines 
on the gym floor. Every week the group gathered 
to practice, and they even played four exhibition 
matches against other community teams.

With help from the Junior League of Omaha 
this year, the volleyball team will receive a new 
volleyball system, jerseys and any other supplies 
team members may need to play. Special thanks 
to Kimberly Dovi Photography (kimberlydovi.com) 

for donating her services to capture professional 
photos of The Hope girls volleyball team.

To help support the new volleyball program 
at The Hope, contact Joey Wolfe at joey@
hopecenterforkids.com or (402) 341-4673 x1054.

RECORD 
NUMBER OF 
GRADUATES
The Hope honored more 
than 50 members who 
graduated from Omaha 
and Fremont high 
schools in May—that's 
the largest graduating 
class of seniors in The 
Hope's history! Nearly all 
of these students have 
plans to attend college or 
go into the workforce. (A 
group of 2018 graduates 
are pictured above.)

LEAVING A 
LEGACY OF HOPE
Remembering The Hope 
Center for Kids in your 
will or trust is one of 
the most meaningful 
ways to leave a legacy 
of hope. This is one of 
the easiest—and most 
impactful—ways to 
make a difference with 
a planned gift. You can 
include specific language 
in your will or trust that a 
gift be made to The Hope 
as part of your estate 
plan. To discuss further 
options, contact Brenda 
Block at (402) 341-4673 
x1003.

TREY OVERCOM ES M ESSAGE OF 
HO P EL ESSNESS AND GRADUAT ES ON TIME


